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Abstract
Bob Kustra, Illinois Statecraft, ISG-A-L-2011-006

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Robert Walter Kustra was born to
Walter and Loretto Kustra on March 21, 1943 in St. Louis, Missouri. After graduating from
Laboure High School, Kustra attended Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas. Inspired in part
by John F. Kennedy’s call to public service, Kustra earned his B.A. in political science in 1965,
and then enrolled in a master of public administration program at Southern Illinois University. As
part of this program he interned as the assistant city manager for Carbondale during a time of
student unrest. Following graduation in 1967, he worked as an administrative assistant to Illinois
Speakers Ralph Smith and Jack Walker. When W. Robert Blair became Speaker in 1971, Blair
replaced Walker’s staff with his own, forcing Kustra out of the legislature. Kustra worked as a
criminal justice planner for Champaign and Vermilion Counties and returned to academia,
completing his Ph.D. in political science at the University of Illinois in 1975.

Kustra was elected to the Glenview Village Board in 1978, the same year he began work as
head of U.S. Sen. Charles Percy’s Chicago office staff. In 1980, Kustra won election to the
llinois House, representing the 4th District. He soon won recognition as the “Best Freshman
Representative” by the Illinois Political Reporter. In 1982, he was elected to the Illinois Senate
from the 29th District, and remained in the Senate until his election as lieutenant governor in
1990. Although he announced his decision to leave the Edgar administration and join WLS radio
in 1994, Kustra agreed to stay on following Edgar’s heart surgery in early July. As lieutenant
governor, he shaped several important initiatives—including Project Success, Illinois River
conservation, and higher education reform—and served as Edgar’s senior adviser on economic
development during the second term. Defeated in the 1996 Republican primary for U.S. Senate,
Kustra served as lieutenant governor until he became president of Eastern Kentucky University in
July 1998. He later served on numerous higher educational boards and became president of Boise
State University in 2003.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee, and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these
for the reader to judge.
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